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CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Mr Francis Zachariae 
Secretary General 
International Association of Marine Aids to Navigation 
and Lighthouse Authorities 
10, rue des Gaudines 
78100 Saint Germaine en Laye 
FRANCE 

Dear Secretary-General 

In accordance with Article 8 of the IALA Constitution and Article 3.5 of the IALA General 
Regulations I have the honour to inform you that I have been authorized to present the 
Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA), National member of the International 
Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse Authorities (IALA), as a candidate 
national authority for election to the IALA Council in June 2023. 

The attached statement sets out the background to this nomination. 

Should AMSA be elected it will be represented at Council meetings by: 

Mr Julian Mitchell 
Manager Asset Management & Preparedness 
Australian Maritime Safety Authority 
PO Box 10790, Adelaide Street 
Brisbane, QLD 4000 
Australia 
Email: julian.mitchell@amsa.gov.au  

A statement at Attachment B sets out Mr Mitchell’s suitability for the role. 

Yours sincerely 

MICK KINLEY 

7 February 2023 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Statement of Claims 

 

Why IALA is important to Australia 

Australia receives over 30,000 port visits from international ships each year, and maintains a 
network of approximately 11,250 aids to navigation managed by a combination of Australia’s 
Commonwealth and State Governments. 

Australia is a signatory to almost all international maritime conventions, including the 
International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) and the International 
Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL).  

It is in Australia’s interests that all ships operating in Australia’s waters can safely navigate 
their way through its challenging and pristine marine environment. This is achieved, in part, 
by the implementation of high-quality standards for navigation that are internationally 
recognised and implemented. Australia relies on the guidance and technical assistance 
offered by IALA to harmonise its aids to navigation network.  

Membership of IALA reflects Australia’s commitment to promoting safety of navigation.  

Australia’s ongoing support of IALA 

Australia is a key player in IALA and an active member of its governing Council. 

Australia supports and promotes the goals of IALA by: 

 being actively involved in the work of IALA’s technical committees, including playing 
leading roles in key areas such as e-navigation, engineering, and vessel traffic 
services 

 participating in IALA sponsored seminars, conferences, and workshops 

 assisting IALA in its capacity building activities in the Asia Pacific region by providing 
expert assistance to national authorities responsible for the provision of aids to 
navigation. 

Australia was the proud recipient of the IALA Heritage Lighthouse of the Year Award in 2021 
for the Cape Byron Lighthouse. 
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ATTACHMENT B 

 

 

Biography 
 

Mr Julian Mitchell 
 

 
 

 
 
Mr Julian Mitchell is a senior manager within AMSA and is responsible for major commercial 
contracts and a significant inventory of assets.   
 
Julian’s portfolio includes managing the Commonwealth Government’s aids to navigation 
(AtoN) network.    The AtoN team delivers a rolling programme of AtoN capital works, 
manages maintenance activities through an outsourced contract, and is responsible for the 
preservation of the heritage lighthouses and artefacts in the AMSA network.     
 
In addition, Julian’s team delivers AMSA’s national emergency towage capability, pollution 
response equipment, search and rescue aviation response assets, plus the national 
maritime emergency communications and alerting infrastructure. 
 
Prior to joining AMSA, Julian worked as a consultant and prior to that as a senior officer in 
the military.  His roles have focussed on delivery of complex infrastructure & technology 
programmes and the management of specialised outsourced services.   He holds a Master 
of Business Administration and is a Chartered Management Accountant. 
 
Julian has been supporting AMSA’s engagement with IALA since 2019, including regular 
attendance at Council meetings.  
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Annex 1 

 

STATEMENT (CHINA MSA) 

 

China has a land coastline of 18,000 km and an island coastline of 14,000 km. Shipping is a 

significant industry in China’s economic development. It plays a key part in boosting trade 

and industrial transformation, as well as in promoting socio-economic progress and people’s 

wellbeing. 

 

The efficient operation of Aids to Navigations plays an essential part for navigation safety and 

shipping development. As a Category-A Council member of the International Maritime 

Organization (IMO) and one of the world’s major shipping, port, ship-building and seafarer 

countries, China attaches great importance to the development of Aids to Navigation.  

 

As the competent authority of Aids to Navigation in China, the Maritime Safety 

Administration of the People’s Republic of China (CHINA MSA) is responsible for the 

overall planning, construction, maintenance and management of Aids to Navigation and other 

related issues, providing support for maritime traffic safety, protection of marine environment 

and the development of shipping economy. By the end of 2022, China MSA owns 70 

lighthouse tenders, including 9 large lighthouse tenders with deadweight of more than 1,300 

tons. CHINA MSA operates a total of 11,143 public Aids to Navigations, which includes 629 

shore-based AlS stations and 23 RBN-DGNSS stations. In addition, 59 VTS centers with 365 

radar stations are kept good operation under the management of CHINA MSA. 

 

CHINA MSA pays close attention to the development of IALA and attaches great 

importance to the cooperation with IALA. It has been almost 40 years since CHINA MSA 

became a National member of IALA in 1984. Furthermore, CHINA MSA has been a 

consecutive member of IALA Council from 1994 to date. In 2006, the 16th IALA Conference 

were held successfully in Shanghai, China, and CHINA MSA served as the IALA President 

from 2006 to 2010. In 2018, the IALA Seminar on VHF Data Exchange System and IALA 

ENAV Working Group Intersessional Meeting were jointly hosted by CHINA MSA and IALA, 

with participation of nearly 70 delegates from more than 20 countries (regions). 

 

CHINA MSA is actively devoted to the work of IALA. From 2018 to 2022, despite the 

difficulties due to the COVID-19 pandemic, CHINA MSA still actively participated in IALA 



meetings and activities, and sent 424 personnel and experts to attend 48 IALA meetings 

virtually or physically, and submitted about 120 documents in total. One delegate from 

CHINA MSA chaired the IALA G-1054 guideline revision working group in the ARM 

Committee and completed the update and improvement of the guideline. In 2021, 5 papers 

from CHINA MSA were presented by their authors on the 14th IALA Symposium. Until now, 

14 organizations endorsed by CHINA MSA have become the Industrial member of IALA and 

another 4 organizations have hold the IALA Associate membership, accounting for 8.5% and 

5% of the total IALA members in the same category.  

 

CHINA MSA firmly supports the development of IALA World-Wide Academy (WWA). 

In December 2014, at the 58th session of the Council, CHINA MSA and IALA formally 

signed a memorandum of cooperation on the education and training of international AtoN 

personnel, making China to be one of the first countries to jointly implemented the education 

and training activities with IALA. From 2014 to 2019, WWA and CHINA MSA have jointly 

held 5 successive international model course trainings on AtoN managers, with 75 trainees 

from 25 countries. In order to ensure  better training, CHINA MSA has invested great 

resources to establish a new training base for the trainees all over the world. 

 

CHINA MSA always believes that a globally-harmonized approach under the auspices of 

IALA should be taken to meet the challenges facing the aids to navigation sector. CHINA 

MSA will, as always, make continuing efforts towards the Strategy Version of IALA. The 

re-election, if successful, will enable CHINA MSA to avail more opportunities to work 

closely with other IALA Members for making proactive contributions to foster the safe, 

economic and efficient movement of vessels through Marine Aids to Navigations worldwide. 

 

 



Annex 2 

 

STATEMENT (Mr. LI Guoping) 

 

Mr. LI Guoping, Director-General of the Maritime Safety Administration of the People’s 

Republic of China (CHINA MSA), graduated from Dalian Maritime University with a 

Bachelor’s Degree in Navigation. In April 2000, he obtained his Master’s Degree in 

Transportation Engineering from Dalian Maritime University. 

 

Mr. LI Guoping has rich experiences in maritime management. 

 

From November 1988 to December 1997, he served as Director of Yingkou MSA under 

CHINA MSA. 

 

From December 1997 to November 2004, he served as Deputy Director-General of Yingkou 

MSA under CHINA MSA. 

 

From November 2004 to January 2007, he served as Deputy Director-General of Tianjin MSA 

under CHINA MSA. 

 

From January 2007 to March 2010, he served as Director-General of Zhanjiang MSA under 

CHINA MSA. 

 

From March 2010 to July 2012, he served as Director-General of Hainan MSA under China 

MSA . 

 

From July 2012 to May 2018, he served as Director-General of Public Security Bureau of the 

Ministry of Transport (MOT) of China. 

 

From May 2018 to June 2021, he served as Executive Deputy Director of China Maritime 

Rescue Co-ordination Center (CHINA MRCC). 

 

From June 2021 to February 2022, he served as Chief Safety Supervisor of the MOT and 

Executive Deputy Director of CHINA MRCC. 

 

From 2022 to date, Mr. LI Guoping serves as Chief Safety Supervisor of the MOT, Executive 

Deputy Director of CHINA MRCC and Director-General of CHINA MSA. 

 

 



 

DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY 
To be signed by the Head of the National authority and sent to the IALA Secretary 
General 
 
 
Dear Secretary-General, 
 
In accordance with Article 8 of the IALA Constitution and Article 3.5 of the IALA General 
Regulations I have the honour to inform you that I have been authorized to present the Danish 
Maritime Authority, National member of the International Association of Marine Aids to 
Navigation and Lighthouse Authorities (IALA), as a candidate national authority for election 
to the IALA Council in June 2023. 
 
The attached statement sets out the background to this nomination. 
 
Should the Danish Maritime Authority be elected it will be represented at Council meetings 
by 
 
Mr. Niels Peter Fredslund, Deputy Director General, CAO 
Danish Maritime Authority 
Tlf.: + 45 41 95 30 03 
npf@dma.dk 
 
A statement setting out his suitability for the role is attached. 
 
 
 
 
Andreas Nordseth 
Director General 
 
 

mailto:npf@dma.dk


 

 
Statement – outlining the credentials of the person to represent the 
National member. 2023 - 2027 
 
 
 
 
As Director General of the Danish Maritime Authority, it is with great 
pleasure that I hereby announce the Danish candidacy, Mr. Niels Peter 
Fredslund, to present Denmark at the IALA Council for the next period of 
2023 – 2027. 
 
With his educational background in political science, mathematics and 
economics from Aarhus University in 2004, Mr. Fredslund has held 
positions at the highest level of government administration. 
 
Mr. Fredslund has held several positions in government administration in 
e.g. The Prime Minister’s Office in 2008 – 2009, the Ministry of Finance 
in 2009 – 2012, the Ministry of Industry, Business and Financial Affairs in 
2016 – 2019, as well as the Danish Maritime Authority. 
 
In 2019, Mr. Fredslund was assigned a position as Deputy Director General 
(CAO) at the Danish Maritime Authority, which is a government agency 
under the Ministry of Industry, Business and Financial Affairs. 
 
The positions have given Mr. Fredslund an extensive insight into the 
framework conditions for the maritime sector and have developed his 
highly analytical skills. As Deputy Director General, Mr. Fredslund is 
responsible for Aids to Navigation and piloting, DMA´s digitalization 
strategy and organizational development. Additionally, Niels Peter 
Fredslund is responsible for administrative activities in the DMA, 
including finance, production, human resources, as well as the DMA’s IT 
and data projects. 
 
Since taking the position as Deputy Director General, Mr. Fredslund has 
been an active council member in IALA. I am convinced that he will 
continue to make valuable contributions to all aspects of Council activities. 
 
Against this background, I can, in my capacity as Director General of the 
Danish Maritime Authority, give Mr. Fredslund my warmest 
recommendations. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Andreas Nordseth 
Director General 

30-03-2023 
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BUSINESS AND FINANCIAL 

AFFAIRS 

mailto:dma@dma.dk
http://www.dma.dk/


 

Statement – outlining the credentials of the National Member 
nomination for a position on the Council 2023 - 2027  
 
 
It is with great pleasure that the Danish Maritime Authority, in its capacity 
as a National Member for Denmark of the International Association of 
Marine Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse Authorities (IALA), submits its 
candidature for election to the IALA Council for the period 2023 -2027. 
 
Denmark, as a major shipping nation with a strong maritime tradition and 
commitment to intergovernmental cooperation, has always been a strong 
supporter of IALA and its work. Denmark's representatives have made 
active contributions to the work of IALA's technical committees and held 
leadership roles in working groups.  
 
If elected to the Council, Denmark will continue to make active 
contributions and share its experience in areas such as digitalization, 
autonomous ships and operation in Arctic regions. Denmark is actively 
engaged in preparing global shipping for the future. Denmark’s vision for 
the future coastal state includes an infrastructure that maintains safe 
navigation for all ships, regardless of the degree of autonomy, as well as 
secure communication in-between ships and between ships and land. 
Denmark is actively working to bridge the work done by IALA, IMO and 
IHO regarding new solutions for the shipping of the future. The operation 
in Arctic regions also deserves attention from IALA as more ships navigate 
polar waters, and Denmark will strive to improve safety through improved 
risk management and aids to navigation. 
 
Denmark has established the "Future Lab" in order to ensure that the work 
of implementing new technical solutions can move forward in areas where 
regulation is not yet in place – e.g. autonomous ships. Denmark also plays 
an active role in the transition to the new S-100 standard and is in the 
process of developing a new national AtoN registry based on the new S-
201 standard as well as preparing for the integration of S-124 and S-125 in 
promulgation of navigational warnings and notices to mariners. 
 
The Danish Maritime Authority respectfully asks for support for its re-
election to the IALA Council. In these times of change, Denmark would 
like to have a seat on the Council to help set the future direction and 
strengthen the position of IALA as the leading body for the harmonization 
and drafting of standards for the implementation and operation of aids to 
navigation worldwide. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Andreas Nordseth 
Director General 

30-03-2023 
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REPUBLIQUE D'HA°iTI 

------ -- ------- --- 
Service Maritime et de Navigation d'Haltl 

SEMANAH 

Port-au-Prince, le 3 avril 2023 

ACTE DE CANDIDATURE 

Monsieur le Secretaire General, 

Conforrnement aux dispositions de !'article 8 des Statuts de I' AISM et de !'article 3.5.1 du 

Reglernent general j'ai l'honneur de vous faire savoir que j'ai ete autorise a presenter la 
candidature du Service Maritime et de Navigation d'Haiti (SEMANAH), membre national de 

l'Association Internationale de Signalisation Maritime (AISM), a l'election du Conseil de 
l'AISM de juin 2023. 

Le communique joint presente le contexte de cette candidature. 

En cas d'election, le Service Maritime et de Navigation d'Harti (SEMANAH) sera represente 

aux reunions du Conseil par : 

1- Monsieur Frenold CHERISTIN, (identifie au nurnero : 004-292-339-9; Tel. : (+ 509) 
3921 0827; courriel: frenoldcheristin@gmail.com), Hydrographe, Directeur Adjoint 

de la Protection du Milieu Marin. 

2- Monsieur Robert JEAN, (identific au nurnero : 004-000-0:/9-1; Tel.: (+509) 3838 
7 466; courriel : jrobert6 I 8@hotmail.com), Chef de Service de la Signalisation 

Maritime, attache a la Direction de la Securite Maritime. 

Une declaration temoignant de ses qualifications a assumer cette representation est en piece 

jointe. 

80, BOULEVARD 15 OCTOBRE, TORCELLE • TABARRE, HAITI· TEL.: (509) 2816-1629 • Courriel: semanahaiti@gmail.com 
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REPUBLIQUE D'HA'fTI 

- - -~--, 
l!t.-, . - _ .. 

Service Maritime et de Navigation d'Ha1ti 
SEMANAH 

SEMANAHIDAF/035 

DECLARATION 

La Direction Administrative et Financiere (DAF) du Service Maritime et de 

Navigation d'Harti (SEMANAH) certifie et atteste par la presente que, Monsieur Frenold 

CHERISTIN, immatricule fiscalement au numero : 004-292-339-9, fait partie du personnel de 

l'Institution depuis decembre 2013 et a suivi une formation en Hydrographie a la Marine 

Bresilienne (Direction de l'hydrographie et de l'Oceanographie ; janvier- decembre 2014). 

Entant que Directeur Adjoint de la Protection du Milieu Marin (DPMM) et co-responsable 

du Service Hydrographique, Monsieur CHERISTIN est qualifie a assumer la responsabilite de 

representer le Service Maritime et de Navigation d'Haiti (SEMANAH) aux reunions du Conseil. 

En foi de quoi, cette declaration lui est delivree pour servir et faire valoir ce que de droit. 

Fait a Port-au-Prince, le 10 avril 2023 

80, BOULEVARD 15 OCTOBRE, TORCELLE • TABARRE, HAITI• TEL.: (509) 2816-1629 • Courriel: semanahaiti@gmail.com 
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REPUBLIQUE D'HAITI 

2 1 
Service Maritime et de Navigation d'Haiti 

p E ,,? I SEMANAH 

SEMANAHIDAF/036 

DECLARATION 

La Direction Administrative et Financiere (DAF) du Service Maritime et de Navigation 

d'Hai'ti (SEMANAH) certifie et atteste par la presente que, Monsieur Robert JEAN, 

immatricule fiscalement au numero : 004-000-049-1, fait partie du personnel de l'Institution depuis 

aofit 2004 et a participe a des seminaires de formation : 

Analyse et l'exploitation des donnees maregraphiques et la prediction des marees 

a l'aide du logiciel Task (22-24 mai 2018, Port-au-Prince, Haiti), 

Regulation Operationnelle Portuaire (15 decembre 2017, Port-au-Prince, Haiti), 

Caribbean Training course for operators of sea level stations (janvier 2011 ; St 

George's Grenada). 

Entant que Chef de Service de la Signalisation Maritime, Monsieur JEAN est qualifie a 

assumer la responsabilite de representer le Service Maritime et de Navigation d'Harti 

(SEMANAH) aux reunions du Conseil. 

En foi de quoi, cette declaration lui est delivree pour servir et faire valoir ce que de droit. 

Fait a Port-au-Prince, le 10 avril 2023 

80, BOULEVARD 15 OCTOBRE, TORCELLE • TABARRE, HAITI· TEL.: (509) 2816-1629 • Courriel: semanahaiti@gmail.com 
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DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY

Dear Secretary-General,

In accordance with Article 8 of the IALA Constitution and Article 3.5 of the

IALA General Regulations I have the honour to inform you that I have been

authorized to present the General Company for Ports of Iraq, National member
of the International Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse
Authorities (IALA), as a candidate national authority for election to the IALA
Council in June 2023.

The attached statement sets out the background to this nomination.
Should General Company for Ports of Iraq be elected it will be represented at

Council meetings by :

Dr. Farhan Mouhaisen Ghdhaib Al-Fartoosi

Director General

Chairman Board of Directors

General Company for Ports of lraq

Ministry of Trasnportation - IRAQ

Mob.: +964 770 434 8671

Email: d SC ov.l
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/l
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Commissioners of Irish Lights 
Harbour Road, Dun Laoghaire 
Co.Dublin, Ireland 

 

T +353.1.271.5410 

 

 

E:    Yvonne.shields@irishlights.ie 

W:  www.irishlights.ie 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Date: April 2023 
 
Ref: IALA01   Declaration of Candidacy 
 
Dear Secretary-General, 
 
In accordance with Article 8 of the IALA Constitution and Article 3.5 of the IALA General 
Regulations I have the honour to inform you that I have been authorised to present the 
Commissioners of Irish Lights, National member of the International Association of Marine 
Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse Authorities (IALA), as a candidate national authority for 
election to the IALA Council in June 2023. 
 
The attached statement sets out the background to this nomination.  Should the 
Commissioners of Irish Lights be elected it will be represented at Council meetings by: 
 
Yvonne Shields O Connor, Chief Executive  
 
The Commissioners of Irish Lights, 
Harbour Road, 
Dun Laoghaire, 
Dublin, 
Ireland. 
Email: Yvonne.shields@irishlights.ie  
Phone: 00353872478235  
 
A statement setting out suitability for the role is attached. 
  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Chief Executive  
 
 
Registered Charity No. 20002794 
 
 

mailto:Yvonne.shields@irishlights.ie
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Commissioners of Irish Lights Nomination to IALA Council  
 
The Commissioners of Irish Lights (Irish Lights) is delighted to have the opportunity to seek re-
election to the Council of IALA at the 14th General Assembly in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in June 
2023. Irish Lights is a national member representing Ireland.   The Mission of Irish Lights is safe 
navigation at sea and to be a leading and innovative provider of reliable, efficient and cost-
effective navigation and maritime services for the safety of all.  
 

 
 
 
The work of Irish Lights is highlighted in our 5 
Year Strategy – Safe Seas Connected Coasts 
2018-2023 which can be found on the Irish 
Lights website at www.irishlights.ie. This 
strategy highlights how the work of Irish lights 
supports the IALA strategic vision and purpose 
“to foster the safe, economic and efficient 
movement of vessels, through improvement 
and harmonisation of aids to navigation 
worldwide and other appropriate means, for 
the benefit of the maritime community and the 
protection of the environment”.   
 
Together with our sister organisations Trinity House and the Northern Lighthouse Board, we 
have recently set out Our Strategy for 2040: Navigating the Future Tri GLA Strategy 2040  This 
document outlines the developments which we feel will be influential in the maritime sector 
and reflects the IALA current drivers and trends paper.  The provision of Marine AtoNs is under 
constant review to ensure compliance with standards as reflected in the  GLA Aids to 
Navigation review 2020-2025. 2020-25-aton-review-amended-03-mar-2021.pdf  
 
 
 

http://www.irishlights.ie/
https://www.irishlights.ie/media/61213/Tri-GLA-2040-Strategy-36pp-FINAL-1-.pdf
https://www.irishlights.ie/media/56255/2020-25-aton-review-amended-03-mar-2021.pdf
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With marine space in in high demand for competing and multifaceted uses and changes in 
trade patterns due to global economic developments; Irish Lights continues to champion the 
importance of safe navigation at sea via building capability in digitalisation, communications, 
technology adoption and participation in harmonisation of data standards and marine spatial 
planning.  Externally we are enabling greater access to our data, through Application 
Programming Interfaces (APIs) and through the deployment of a self-service data portal.  A 
new Management Portal for Local Aids is being trialled with Local Authorities around the coast 
and customised training has been developed for Local Lighthouse Authority staff members to 
enhance understanding and harmonisation of marine aids to navigation. Irish Lights has 
engaged with IALA Worldwide Academy to seek accreditation for this training. 
 
As a maritime safety organisation, Irish Lights recognises the significance of climate change. In 
this context, we have advanced the use of renewable energy technology on our buoy network 
with the use of solar, battery and LED technology. Our Climate Action Roadmap 2030 Irish-
Lights-Climate-Action-Roadmap-FINAL.pdf sets out our ambitious plans for meeting our energy 
efficiency and emissions targets.  Irish Lights has been at the forefront of using lighthouse and 
buoys as platforms to gather and transmit METOcean information to the mariner.  In recent 
years Irish Lights has expanded this capacity by working with the Irish Meteorological service 
to provide near real-time meteorological data from our navigation buoy network to enable 
impact-based decisions that protect against the loss of life and to mitigate against the effects 
of coastal flooding and erosion.  Our Director of Navigation and Maritime Services, Ronan Boyle 
(ENav Committee member) will present a paper in Brazil outlining these exciting 
developments.   
 
Recent engineering innovations to support more sustainable operations at Irish lights has seen 
the successful implementation of a mechanical bearing solution allowing for the removal of 
mercury from a number of lighthouse structures whilst still allowing the retention of the 
historic Fresnel lens.  Our Director of Coastal Operations Clodagh Hanratty will present a paper 
on this innovative approach to protecting heritage at the IALA conference in Brazil along with 
a paper setting out our strategic approach to lighthouse tourism development in partnership 
with local communities.   
 
Irish Lights operates a lighthouse tourism brand Great Lighthouses of Ireland 
(www.greatlighthouses.com) with 17 sites are accessible to the public in an initiative that aligns 
with IALAs Incheon Declaration agreed at the 19th IALA Conference in 2018. An independent 
socio-economic review confirmed that Great Lighthouses of Ireland has generated economic 
impacts of €16.86m and supported 409 jobs in coastal communities protecting Ireland’s 
lighthouse and maritime heritage for the benefit of future generations. 
 
Irish Lights is strongly committed to the work of IALA.  
 
Irish Lights has a very long and proud tradition in IALA and was a founding member in 1957.  
Irish Lights implements IALA guidelines and standards and many past and current employees 
have participated actively to the Council and Committees. Irelands commitment to IALA has 
been confirmed by the Irish government with the ratification of the IALA IGO Convention in 
April 2023. 
 

https://www.irishlights.ie/media/61210/Irish-Lights-Climate-Action-Roadmap-FINAL.pdf
https://www.irishlights.ie/media/61210/Irish-Lights-Climate-Action-Roadmap-FINAL.pdf
http://www.greatlighthouses.com/
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Previous Chief Executive, Stuart Ruttle was Chairman of the IALA Radio Navigation Committee and an 
IALA Council member, while Mel Boyd served as an IALA Council Member and Treasurer of IALA. Former 
Irish Lights employees served on various IALA Committees - Seamus Doyle as Chair of the Eng 
Committee. Eoghan Lehane, Eng, Steve Burrows, AIS Committee and Colin Day RNav Committee, IALA 
Training Courses/Manuals and current revision of the Navguide and Robert McCabe. Currently Irish 
Lights contributes to IALA Committees; ARM, ENG and eNAV. 
 
Irish Lights has had 3 staff members receive the IALA Masters AtoN qualification and 7 staff members 
attend the IALA AtoN Manager Training between 2019-2021. Irish Lights has also hosted the IALA 
Secretariat for a strategy development workshop at its headquarters in Dublin.   Ireland has offered to 
host the IALA Sustainability Workshop in 2025.  
 
Ireland nominates Yvonne Shields O’Connor as its IALA Council representative.  
 
Should Ireland be elected to the Council of IALA, Yvonne Shields O’ 
Connor, the Chief Executive of the Commissioners of Irish Lights will 
be its representative.  She has previously served on the IALA Council 
from 2011 – 2018 and she has completed the IALA AtoN Masters 
qualification.  Ms. O’Connor holds an MSc. in Environmental Science, 
an MBA and is a Chartered Director. Ms. Shields O’Connor has a 
career spanning 30 years in the marine sector in Ireland and has 
represented Ireland internationally.  She has worked with Irish Lights 
for almost 12 years and has led the organisation through a period of 
significant change and transformation. Her focus is on ensuring that 
Ireland via Irish Lights implements the AtoN requirements of the 
SOLAS Safety at Sea Convention.   She works closely with colleagues 
in Trinity House, Northern Lighthouse Board and GRAD to drive innovation in service delivery, efficiency 
and AtoN performance.   
 
In November 2022, she coordinated an international conference entitled Navigating to 2050: a safe and 
sustainable maritime future in conjunction with colleagues in Irish Lights. Topics included securing 
supply chains, use of alternative fuels in shipping, safe navigation, wind farms, port infrastructure and 
development, autonomous vessels, digitalisation and education and skills to meet the future needs of 
the maritime sector.  Over 300 delegates and 34 speakers from Ireland, Europe, Asia and North America 
attended the conference with a keynote address from the Secretary General of IALA.   
 
Ms. Shields O’Connor is Chairperson of Ireland’s National Search and Rescue Committee, which 
oversees the implementation of the National Search and Rescue Plan for air, maritime and land SAR 
services. Previously Ms. Shields O’Connor worked as a Director of Strategic Planning and Development 
at the Marine Institute Ireland. In this role she had responsibility for oversight and management of the 
National Marine Research & Development Programe, EU and International Policy and Programmes, 
Ocean Energy, Marine Technology and the Marine Data and Information Services. Prior to this she held 
the position of Director of Science and Technology at the Marine Institute with responsibility for 
Research Vessel Operations, the National Seabed Survey, Oceanographic Services and the National Data 
Buoy Network. She has also served on the EU Strategic Advisory Board for Healthy Oceans.   
 
Ireland looks forward to the support of National Members at the upcoming election on 3rd June 2023 
during the 14th General Assembly. If elected we will continue to work closely with IALA colleagues to 
ensure the successful transition of IALA to IGO status and to ensure that IALA’s mission is delivered 
improving navigation for the safety of all. 
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ITCG Headquarters - International Affairs Office 
Viale dell’Arte 16, 00144 Rome (Italy) 

PoC: 0039 06 59083364 - 0039 06 59084609 - uaaii@mit.gov.it - cgcp@pec.mit.gov.it  

Ministry of infrastructure 
and transport 

Italian Coast Guard Headquarters 

International Affairs Office 

To: IALA Secretary-General 
Mr. Francis ZACHARIAE 

secgen@iala-aism.org 
francis.zachariae@iala-aism.org  

contact@iala-aism.org   

Subject:  Declaration of candidacy - Election to the IALA Council in June 2023 
 

 In accordance with art. 8 of the IALA Constitution and art. 3.5 of the IALA General Regulations, 
I have the honour to inform you that I have been authorized to present the Italian Coast Guard 
(Ministry of infrastructure and transport), national member of the International Association of Marine 
Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse Authorities (IALA), as a candidate national authority for election 
to the IALA Council in June 2023. 

 The attached statement (ANNEX 1) sets out the background to this nomination. 

Should the Italian Coast Guard be elected, it will be represented at Council meetings by: 

- Rear Admiral UH (ITCG) Piero PELLIZZARI 

 Maritime Director of Veneto and Coast Guard Regional Commandant - Venice Harbour Master 

 e-mail: piero.pellizzari@mit.gov.it 

 mob. ph.: 0039 320 4365527 

 office: 0039 041 2405753 - 0039 041 2405711 

A statement setting out his suitability for the role is attached (ANNEX 2). 

 

THE COMMANDANT OF THE ITALIAN COAST GUARD 
Vice Admiral (ITCG) Nicola CARLONE 

Documento firmato digitalmente ai sensi del D. Lgs. 07/03/2005 n. 82 e norme collegate 

mailto:uaaii@mit.gov.it
mailto:cgcp@pec.mit.gov.it
mailto:secgen@iala-aism.org
mailto:francis.zachariae@iala-aism.org
mailto:contact@iala-aism.org
mailto:piero.pellizzari@mit.gov.it
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Statement by the Italian Coast Guard setting out the background to its nomination 
to the IALA Council 

 

 The Italian Coast Guard, acting under the authority of the Ministry of infrastructure and 
transport, has been a member of IALA since 1957 and has actively and constructively contributed to 
the technical work of the Association, both in the Committees and in the working groups, ever since. 

 In May 1965 Italy hosted the 7th Conference of IALA in Rome which remains memorable for its 
duration of three weeks and its location in different historical and famous sites. This gave the 
framework for technical discussions that led to the decision to tackle harmonization problems by 
establishing new Technical Committees and the introduction of Industrial membership category in 
IALA, with the recognition of the equipment manufacturers as an immediate solution on the 
development of new navigation techniques. The first exhibition of equipment manufacturers also 
took place in Rome during this conference as well as the first General Assembly. 

 Over the years, representatives of the Italian Coast Guard have been promoting the fulfilment 
of IALA’s aims through active participation in the process of developing new or up-to-date 
recommendations and guidelines issued by the Association. Vessel traffic management and 
monitoring, including visual and radio aids to navigation, and vessel traffic services and pilotage are 
of vital importance to Italy as “marine aids to navigation”, i.e. as tools for the enhancement of 
maritime safety. 

 Italy is a member of IALA’s Council since the first election in March 2010 by the 11th General 
Assembly in Cape Town. With two National members and eight Industrial members, Italy is a very 
active member in the technical committees and very supportive. Its expertise in VTS is particularly 
appreciated. The activity carried out by the Italian Coast Guard’s representative within IALA’s Council 
in the last four years has proved our active committment in effectively supporting the Association to 
reach its objectives, aimed at spreading maritime culture and knowledge among States, maritime 
administrations and the whole international maritime community. 

 Moreover, the Italian Coast Guard has actively been committed in supporting IALA throughout 
the transition process from NGO to IGO status. On 10th December 2021 Ms. Teresa Castaldo, 
Ambassador of Italy to France, has signed the Convention on the International Organization for 
Marine Aids to Navigation. The participation of Italy (as a country whose interests entirely correspond 
with IALA’s aims to the benefit of worldwide maritime community) in the relevant international 
organizations will continue - with an even stronger engagement - in the coming years, partly as a 
result of the International Maritime Organization’s strategy regarding e-navigation and the related 
VTM concept developed within the framework of IALA. 

 Since 1957 Italy has also been a Member of the IMO Council and has played an active and 
consistent role in this Organization and in the implementation of the Conventions to which it is a 
party. Italy has, since its accession, embraced the founding values of IMO, whose language consists 
of: safety of navigation, protection of the marine environment, technological development, 
cooperation and training, with the human element - the seafarers - always at the forefront. In line 
with IMO relevant instruments, Italy places the highest priority on national and global efforts to ensure 
the safe operations of ships and to provide measures which enhance maritime safety and security, 
while at the same time promoting the availability of shipping services to international trade. 

 Italy is a natural platform projected into the Mediterranean Sea and represents the 
geographical and historical crossroads of economic and social interests of different regional 

mailto:uaaii@mit.gov.it
mailto:cgcp@pec.mit.gov.it
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contexts. Even today, in the era of globalisation, Italy is the physical place where the world's shipping 
routes converge and where the economies of northern Europe meet those of the southern shores of 
the Mediterranean, where the new silk routes meet the western world. The maritime role of Italy, 
historically characterized by its central position in the Mediterranean Sea, has been relevant for 
centuries in the economic, social and cultural life of the basin, fostering a consistent development in 
the culture of maritime safety, safeguard of human life at sea and protection of marine environment 
throughout the Mediterranean region. 

 Ports are vital gateways, linking Italy to the rest of the world. A large part of external trades 
transits through Italian ports, and the shipping sector plays a major role in connecting the Italian 
market with its foreign partners. With a dynamic shipping sector, the Italian maritime transport chain 
contributes to the development of a competitive and resource efficient transport in the Italian territory. 
However, a number of challenges still persist and limit the potential of the whole maritime transport 
chain, including administrative burden and weak integration with the overall transport network. 

 Italy has a national-wide terrestrial AIS network, operational for about 15 years, made up of 
over 40 transceivers installed along the coastline, centralized and made available to institutional 
users through a web interface (Pelagus system), and hosts the MAREƩ system, a network of the 
AIS national systems of the Mediterranean and Black Sea States (Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, France, 
Greece, Italy, Malta, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Spain), implemented in cooperation with the 
European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) and operated on behalf of such Agency. 

 E-navigation and digitalization are becoming the driving force of the maritime transport chain 
and, in this context, Italy has started the activities concerning the modernization of the IT platform 
(National Maritime Single Window) to develop the most suitable technological solutions to ensure 
the sharing of information provided by ships with all parties concerned, so that it can perform several 
functions as much as possible in an automatic way, with significant reduction of the administrative 
burden for ships and inoperative berthing time. The NMSW has currently been implemented in 38 
Italian ports, which provide the majority of vessels calling national ports with digital maritime services. 

 In this age of automation and robotics, it is not surprising that maritime shipping is looking to 
modernize and transform itself by applying autonomous technology to ships. Although the 
technological building blocks are all in place for the adaption of a new technology of Maritime 
Autnomous Surface Ships (MASS), the maritime transport sector is not yet ready to fully accept such 
ships. To support the development of autonomous technologies, Italy is making any efforts to support 
the shipping industry for development of autonomous ships “culture” through active participation to 
research and technical rule development, including the definition of the training of all persons 
involved in such field. 

 In this context, Italy is developing projects and researches for implementation of a set of 
functional blocks, shared between the ship and the port digital environments, enabling e-Navigation. 
More specifically, the activities (such as the development of the 5-G Network) will enable all standard 
maritime services with a strong and seamless interoperability between ships and landside maritime 
services. 

 In 2011 the Italian Coast Guard set up in Messina an advanced training centre, fully meeting 
the most up-to-date standards in VTS and vessel monitoring as well as in quality control 
management, which has seen participation both of domestic and foreign trainees. 

 The prominent role played by Italy in fostering maritime safety has also been accomplished 
through numerous international projects with several Countries, aimed at promoting international 
cooperation to seek the best possibile shared solutions to enhance management and response 
capability of the involved Parties. The enforcement of relevant international conventions and 
instruments is a continuous priority for Italy also within the framework of the multilateral initiatives on 
Coast Guard functions, such as the “Mediterranean Coast Guard Functions Forum” (MCGFF, whose 
2022 edition has been hosted in Naples, under the chairmanship of the Italian Coast Guard), the 
“European Coast Guard Functions Forum” (ECGFF) and the “Coast Guard Global Summit” (CGGS). 

 For all the above mentioned reasons, Italy is going to effectively contribute to IALA’s important 
work by seeking election to IALA’s Council, for which your valuable support would be strongly 
appreciated. Thank you for your consideration. 



Rear Admiral (U.H.) Piero PELLIZZARI 

Rear Admiral Piero PELLIZZARI was born in Udine on 29 
February 1960. He attended the Naval Academy, where in 
1983 he graduated in Maritime and Naval Sciences; in 1985 
he was qualified as US Naval Aviator and Helicopter Pilot at 
the US Navy flying School of Pensacola. In 2004 he received 
at the University of Trieste a degree in International and 
Diplomatic Sciences (Faculty of Political Sciences) followed 
by a Masters in Advanced Security Studies at the University 
of Perugia by attending the Institute for High Studies of 
Defefence.  

As a Staff Officer, after qualifying Combact Ready on SH-3D 
Sea King helicopter  he was first assigned to the Italian bases 

of Catania and Sarzana where he carried out many flying missions and then on board Garibaldi 
ship as Chief of Air Operations; during his helicopter pilot career he flew 1800  hours 
participating in multilateral complex exercises in the Mediterranean Sea. 

In 1991 he joined the Italian Coast Guard where he has been in charge, as the Maritime 
Authority,  of the Offices of Porto Santo Stefano, Imperia and Civitavecchia;in 1996 he joined 
the General Headquarters of the Italian Coast Guard in Rome  where, in his capacity of Head 
of IT, Traffic Monitoring Systems and Communications, he was directly involved in the most 
important projects concerning the procurement and updating of goods and services related to 
the ICT sectors in the maritime traffic and radio navigation.  

He was also in charge of the national VTMIS project, which provide the design, procurement 
and maintenance of 12 national VTS Centers (including Venice) with 39 radar stations located 
along the italian coast.  The VTMIS program also included the design and installation of the 
national AIS network which, based on EU Directive 2002/59, provides for the monitoring 
of  maritime traffic and the sharing of data collected with other EU Countries  and the Italian 
National Maritime Single Window designed for the digitalization of the procedures related to 
the arrival and departure of the ships in EU ports and the associated sharing of data and 
information  with Port Authorities, the Ministry of Health and the Customs;  this system prooved 
to be capable of digitally managing 20,000 practices / month as well as the so-called "pre-
clearing" procedure for the customs clearance at sea of goods , which has reduced the time 
spent by containers in ports by 11% in 11 national ports. 

Rear Admiral Pellizzari carried out an intense international activity at the European Maritime 
Safety Agency (EMSA - Lisbon), the International Association of Ligthouse autorities (IALA - 
Paris the body in charge of defining the international standards for maritime aids to navigation) 
and the European Union as: - Alternate member of the board of the European Maritime Safety 
Agency (EMSA / Lisbon);- Member of the Council of the International Association of Lighthouse 
Authorities (IALA / Paris); - Member of the EU high-level SafeSeaNet Steering Group (HLSG), 
established by the European Commission for issues concerning vessel traffic monitoring and 
sharing of information. 

 

 



 
  

2-1-3 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 100-8918 Japan 

 
 

16th March 2023 
 
 
Dear Secretary-General, 
 
In accordance with Article 8 of the IALA Constitution and Article 3.5 of the 
IALA General Regulations I have the honour to inform you that I have been 
authorized to present the Japan Coast Guard, National member of the 
International Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse 
Authorities (IALA), as a candidate national authority for election to the 
IALA Council in June 2023. 
 
The attached statement sets out the background to this nomination. 
 
Should the Japan Coast Guard be elected it will be represented at Council 
meetings by 
 

RADM. AWAI Tsuguo 
Special Advisor to the Japan Coast Guard 
Phone: +81-3-3591-6361 ext. 6810 

 Mail: jcgh-kokugikaihatsu-6w3t@ki.mlit.go.jp 
 
A statement setting out his suitability for the role is attached. 
 
 
 
Yours Sincerely, 

 
ADM. ISHII Shohei 
Commandant, Japan Coast Guard 
 
 



Statement on the Background of Candidacy for Election to the IALA Council 
 
It is my great pleasure and honor to make a statement on the background of candidacy 
for election to the IALA Council membership from 2023 to 2027. 
 
The Japan Coast Guard (JCG) has been a national member of IALA since 1959 and a 
Council member since 1975. Throughout the long history of its contribution to IALA, the 
JCG has played various important roles in the world Aids to Navigation community, in 
particular at the following IALA activities, but not limited to: 
 

 In 1980, the JCG hosted the 10th IALA Conference in Tokyo, the first IALA 
Conference in Asia, that adopted the IALA Maritime Buoyage System, which 
since then served as the fundamental infrastructure of the world maritime 
traffic system; 
 

 In 2009, the JCG proposed a new work item to IMO on development of policy 
and new symbols for AIS Aids to Navigation and led the work as the 
coordinator of the IMO NAV Correspondence Group of the work. The policy 
(MSC.1/Circ.1473) and the symbols (SN.1/Circ.243/Rev.1) are now referred 
to as the basic documents for the use of AIS Aids to Navigation; 
 

 In 2013, Mr. NOGUCHI Hideki was appointed as the Vice-Chair of the IALA e-
Navigation Committee and as the Chair of the Committee in 2016. Since then, 
he has led the implementation of e-Navigation and digitalization of maritime 
communication through the work of the Committee; 
 

 In 2016, the JCG hosted the first IALA Workshop on the development of VHF 
Data Exchange System (VDES), which was expected to become the next-gen 
maritime radiocommunication system to implement e-Navigation and to 
modernize the GMDSS; 
 

 In 2017, the JCG established the ASEAN Regional Training Center for VTS 
operators in cooperation with the Marine Department of Malaysia which 
was the first, and still is the only regional training center for VTS in the world 
and thus became the model of regional capacity building scheme in the 
world Aids to Navigation community; 
 

 In 2021, the JCG proposed a new work item to amend the SOLAS Convention 
to introduce VDES and to develop its performance standards with Singapore 
and Norway. The proposal was approved by MSC103 in May 2021 and the 



discussion starts from NCSR10 in May 2023; 
 

 In 2021, the JCG hosted the IALA Workshop on MASS online due to COVID. 
This workshop became the first opportunity to all IALA Committees to find 
the impact of MASS to Aids to Navigation service and start the development 
of IALA documents for MASS; 

 
 In 2021, Japan accepted the Convention on International Organization for 

Marine Aids to Navigation and became the 3rd Party to the Convention; and, 
 

 In 2023, the JCG hosts two major IALA events in Tokyo, i.e., the IALA 
Workshop on Digital Maritime Communication in February and the Special 
conference for the IALA general regulations for IGO in November. 

 
As shown in the above-mentioned history, the JCG has contributed to IALA and the world 
Aids to Navigation community as one of the top countries in the digitalization of Aids to 
Navigation service through activities in IALA and IMO. In addition, Japan has been a 
strong supporter for the change of status of IALA to become an International 
Governmental Organization. Should the JCG be elected as the IALA Council member, it 
will make the utmost effort to contribute to the development and harmonization of the 
world Marine Aids to Navigation through the success of IALA activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Statement on Suitability for the Role of Representation at the IALA Council Meetings 
 
 
Rear-Admiral AWAI Tsuguo, Special Advisor to the Japan Coast Guard (JCG), has attended 
the Council meeting since the 69th session as the representative of the Councilor and 
assumed the duties as the IALA councilor for Japan in August 2022. He has led a wide 
range of international activities of the JCG with his comprehensive knowledge and 
experience, not only in coast guard services but also in international maritime fields to 
cover the policy and technology aspects.  
 
Rear-Admiral AWAI started his professional career in 1984 when he graduated from the 
Coast Guard Academy and was given a first assignment on board JCG Cutter as a radio 
officer. Since then, he has engaged in a variety of shore/sea services of the JCG across 
the country. He had also served in the Maritime Safety Division of the International 
Maritime Organization in London from 1989 to 1991 as a professional officer in charge 
of GMDSS, SAR and STCW. 
 
Rear-Admiral AWAI earned a Bachelor of Maritime Safety from Japan Coast Guard 
Academy and finished the Special Auditor Course in Electronics/Engineering at Tokyo 
University. In addition, he is proficient in English and French. 
 
With his outstanding expertise and experience in the maritime sector, Rear-Admiral 
AWAI will continue to play important roles to support the activities of IALA. I am 
therefore quite certain that he is the most suitable person to represent the JCG at the 
IALA Council meetings. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Rear-Admiral AWAI Tsuguo 
 
IALA Councilor for Japan 
Special Advisor to the Japan Coast Guard 
Director, Int’l Maritime Security Program Group 
Japan Coast Guard 
 





















































AIDE MÉMOIRE 
 

The Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore (MPA) is seeking re-election to 

the Council of the International Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and 

Lighthouse Authorities (IALA) at the 14th General Assembly in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

on 3 June 2023. 

 

2 As the National member authority representing Singapore, MPA firmly shares 

IALA’s commitment to foster the safe, economic and efficient movement of vessels 

through international cooperation and harmonisation of a global network of marine aids 

to navigation (AtoN). It has actively contributed to the work of IALA in the development 

of standards, recommendations and guidelines, as well as the capacity-building efforts 

of IALA, since becoming a National member in 1973. 

 

MPA/Singapore adopts a balanced and inclusive approach to discussions at 
IALA 
 
3 Singapore is a major maritime nation situated along a vital international trade 

route. The Port of Singapore continues to be one of the busiest, yet most efficient and 

reliable transhipment ports in the world. As a major hub port, Singapore’s vessel 

arrivals by tonnage exceeded 2.8 billion gross tonnes in 2022. In the same year, 

Singapore achieved 37.3 million twenty-foot equivalent units (TEUs) of container 

throughput. Additionally, the Singapore Registry of Ships is recognised globally as a 

quality flag with a merchant fleet totalling 95.6 million gross tonnes.  

 

4 As a major flag State, port State and coastal State located along a key 

international shipping lane, Singapore adopts a balanced and constructive approach 

to issues at international maritime fora including IALA, the International Maritime 

Organization (IMO) and the International Hydrographic Organization (IHO). Singapore 

also emphasises inclusive participation and decision making at these multilateral 

organisations. It works closely with stakeholders such as technical experts, marine 

AtoN providers, shippers and maritime authorities to ensure that the interests and 

views of all parties are considered holistically at IALA.    

 

MPA/Singapore is strongly committed to the work of IALA 
 

5 Since becoming a National member in 1973, MPA has actively contributed to 

the work of IALA’s technical committees and their working groups. From September 

2020 to March 2021, MPA led the Working Group 3 (Training) Task Group to review 

G1017 on Assessment for Recognition of Prior Learning in Vessel Traffic Services 

(VTS). This Guideline offers recommendations to training organisations on developing 

a framework to evaluate and recognise prior learning in granting module exemptions 

for IALA model courses. Contributing its expertise, MPA also chaired the technical 

session on the role of VTS in incident response and shared best practices on VTS at 

the 13th VTS Symposium in 2016.  

 



6 Additionally, MPA has been supporting IALA’s submissions to IMO. For 

instance, it co-led discussions in September 2022 on an information paper to the IMO 

Maritime Safety Committee on IALA’s activities involving Maritime Autonomous 

Surface Ships (MASS), and co-sponsored IALA’s proposal to revise IMO Resolution 

A.857(20) Guidelines on Vessel Traffic Services in 2017. 

 

7 MPA has also been proactively sharing the outcomes of sea trials conducted in 

the Port of Singapore, in order to contribute to the progress of technical research on 

e-navigation and marine AtoN. Some examples include ship-borne VDES (VHF Data 

Exchange System) trials, trials on the enhanced Radar Beacon (RACON) for 

terrestrial-based position fixing to supplement Global Navigation Satellite Systems, as 

well as trials on the use of Dual Intensity Lights to improve the conspicuity of AtoN 

when there is strong background lighting. 

 

8 MPA/Singapore is a strong supporter of IALA’s activities to build capacity and 

share knowledge with the maritime community. In 2000, Singapore became the first 

Asian country to host the VTS Symposium. MPA co-organised an e-navigation 

workshop with IALA in 2012, followed by the 2013 Regional Forum on VTS in 

collaboration with IALA and IMO. With IALA’s support, MPA also hosted IALA’s risk 

management course in 2015, the e-navigation forum in 2017 and the e-navigation 

workshop in 2019. MPA is planning another run of the e-navigation workshop for 

National members during Singapore Maritime Week in April 2023, and will be 

organising the 15th VTS Symposium in 2025 with IALA.  

 

9 Furthermore, MPA/Singapore has championed IALA’s transformation into an 

intergovernmental organisation (IGO), which will boost global participation in IALA’s 

activities and strengthen IALA’s mandate in enhancing international coordination and 

harmonisation of marine AtoN. Singapore was the first country to ratify the Convention 

on the International Organization for Marine Aids to Navigation on 9 March 2021. It 

continues to encourage National members to ratify or accede to the Convention and 

support the administrative progress of IALA’s transition into an IGO, as it looks forward 

to hosting the IALA Council and Symposium in 2025.   

 

MPA/Singapore is a firm supporter of IALA’s World-Wide Academy (WWA) 
 

10 MPA firmly supports WWA in assisting coastal States to implement IALA 

standards, recommendations and guidelines effectively through education and training. 

Under the IALA-MPA Memorandum of Understanding signed in 2018, MPA committed 

S$1,000,000 over a period of five years (2019-2023) to support the capacity building 

and human resource development of IALA’s National members. MPA looks forward to 

renewing its support and long-term contributions to the Academy to help National 

members fulfil their SOLAS Convention (Chapter V) obligations on marine AtoN.  

 

11 In addition, MPA contributes to other initiatives undertaken by the Academy 

such as the Disaster Recovery Fund, which enables IALA to help countries struck by 

disasters restore AtoN infrastructure and services.  



Singapore nominates Capt M Segar Abdullah as its IALA representative 
 

12 Should MPA be elected to the Council, Singapore will be honoured to nominate 

Capt M Segar Abdullah as IALA Councillor for the second term, in recognition of his 

long-standing contributions to IALA and IMO as well as his active dedication to the 

Association’s commitment to advance global cooperation on marine AtoN for safe and 

efficient shipping. 

 

13 Capt Segar works constructively with IALA members towards achieving 

purposeful and robust outcomes on matters of interest to the global maritime 

community. For example, he drives the progress of MASS work across IALA’s 

technical committees as the Vice-Chair of the MASS Task Force (MTF). Under his co-

leadership, the MTF developed a roadmap for the completion of the IALA Guideline 

on MASS, which is slated for finalisation by 2024, and explored avenues of 

collaboration with international bodies such as the IHO. With the fast-moving evolution 

of MASS technologies, he has encouraged National members to work closely with the 

MTF and support IALA’s work on MASS, to prepare for the future of shipping.     

 

14 Capt Segar previously served as Vice-Chair of IMO’s Maritime Safety 

Committee (2012-2015) and continues to lead the Singapore delegation to IMO 

regularly. He also chaired regional initiatives including the ASEAN Maritime Transport 

Working Group, the Co-operative Mechanism and the Revolving Fund Committee.  

 

15 As MPA’s Assistant Chief Executive (Operations), Capt Segar oversees the 

safe and efficient operations of the Port of Singapore, the administration of 

Singapore’s responsibilities as a flag, port and coastal State and the development of 

Singapore’s next-generation port at Tuas.  

 

16 During his career spanning over three decades from a harbour pilot to Port 

Master and to MPA’s Assistant Chief Executive (Operations), Capt Segar recognises 

and champions the value of driving innovation and equipping Maritime Singapore for 

the future. With his diverse technical expertise and foremost knowledge of maritime 

affairs, he leads Maritime Singapore on a journey to develop the next-generation Tuas 

Port, harbour craft autonomous systems, Just-In-Time platform, the next-generation 

Vessel Traffic Information System and other pioneering innovations, which have 

helped to advance global standards on safe, efficient and sustainable shipping. 

 

MPA/Singapore seeks National members’ support for its Council candidacy 
 

17  MPA/Singapore looks forward to the support of National members at the 

upcoming Council election on 3 June 2023 during the 14th General Assembly. It 

aspires to be elected to the Council to continue actively contributing to the meaningful 

work of IALA and persevering in its mission to improve navigational safety and the 

efficiency of maritime traffic for the global shipping community. 
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Dear IALA Secretariat 

  

   
 
 
                                          To Whom It  May Concern: 
 
 

                                          Captain Alexius Bongani Victor Miya 

 

This serves to confirm that the above mentioned candidate has been in the employ of Transnet in the 

capacity of Acting Executive Manager Lighthouse and Navigational Services under Transnet National Ports 

Authority of South Africa.. 

 

I have 37 years of experience in the Transnet National Ports Authority of South Africa working in different 

levels of employment since 1987. 

 

I have worked as Harbour master in the following Ports of South Africa; 

1) Port of Durban 

2) Port of Cape Town 

3) Port of Saldanha 

I have also worked in the following Ports as Marine Pilot  

4) Port of Richardsbay 

5) Port of Mosselbay 

6) Port of Saldanha 

I hold a Post Graduate Diploma in Maritime Studies from the University of KwaZulu Natal. 

Diploma in Ports Management from Lloyds Maritime Academy, UK. 

Department: Light House & Navigational Services HQ 

tel:021


 

Transnet SOC Ltd 
Registration Number 
1990/000900/30 

Greenpoint Light House 
100 Beach Road 
Mouille Point 
Cape Town 
8005 

Greenpoint Light House 
P.O. Box 50491 
Waterfront,8002 
South Africa, 2122 
  

Directors:  Dr PS Molefe (Chairperson) PPJ Derby* (Group Chief Executive) UN Fikelepi ME Letlape DC Matshoga Prof FS Mufamadi AP Ramabulana LL von Zeuner   

 NS Dlamini* (Group Chief Financial Officer) 

*Executive   
 
Group Company Secretary: Ms S Bopape 

www.transnet.net 

 

 

I  have been trained in AtoNs Management conducted by IALA Training department. 

 have successfully conducted Navigational Risk Assessments in the Ports I have worked in. 

 

Yours faithfully  

 

Captain Alex Miya 

Acting Executive Manager Light House & Navigational Services,  

Transnet National Ports Authority 

South Africa 

 
 
 
___________________ 
    
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
  
  
  

  
  

  

ANNEX 2  
  

  

  

DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY  
To be signed by the Head of the National authority and sent to the IALA Secretary-General  

  
  
Dear Secretary-General,  

  

In accordance with Article 8 of the IALA Constitution and Article 3.5 of the IALA General Regulations I have the 

honour to inform you that I have been authorized to present, Transnet National Ports Authority of South Africa, 

National member of the International Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse Authorities (IALA), as 

a candidate national authority for election to the IALA Council in June 2023.  

  

The attached statement sets out the background to this nomination.  

  

Should Transnet National Ports Authority of South Africa, be elected, it will be represented at Council meetings by  

  

Captain Alexius  B. V. Miya 

Acting Executive Manager, Lighthouse and Navigational Services (LNS) 

Tel: +27 (021) 449 5501 

Cell: +27(0)83 561 0469   

E-mail: Alex.Miya@transnet.net 

A statement setting out his suitability for the role is attached.  

  

  

  

  

Signature:   

  

Name:       Captain Alexius Bongani Victor Miya  
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Mr. Francis Zachariae

Secretary General
International Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse Authorities
10 rue des Gaudines

78100 - St Germain ell Laye
France

Madrid, 21" February 2023

DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY

Dear Secretaiy General,

In accordance with Article 8 of the IALA Constitution and Article 3.5 of the IALA General

Regulations, I have the honor to inform you that l have been authorized to present Puertos del Estado,
depending on the Ministry of Transport, Mobility and Urban Agenda, national member of the
International Association of Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse Authorities (IALA), as a candidate
national authority for election to the IALA Council in the month of June 2023.

The attached statement sets out the background to this nomination.

Should Puertos del Estado be elected, it will be represented at Council meetings by the
Deputy Director Aids to Navigation Service. Contact details are as follows:

Name: Javier Martfn

Position: Deputy Director Aids to Navigation Service. Puertos del Estado.
Address: Avda. Parten6n, 10, 28042, Madrid, Spain.
Phone: +34 915245562; +34 620527101
Email: jmsd@puertos.es

Sincerely,

PRESIDENT

')
///

'o RtAlvaro Rodriguez Dapena

/
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SUBMISS?ON OF CANDIDACY

On behalf of the Government of the Kingdom of Spain, l have the honor of
presenting the Government Agency PUERTOS DEL ESTADO, as a candidate for the IALA
Council election, which will take place in June 2023. PUERTOS DEL ESTADO is the organization
Iegally responsible for the management and provision of Marine Aids to Navigation (AtoN)
services in Spain and is currently a national authority member of the International Association of
Marine Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse Authorities (IALA).

Since the creation of AISM/IALA, in 1957, when it had, solely and exclusively, 20
national members, the Kingdom of Spain has been an uninterrupted national member of IALA.
Furthermore, from 1994 to date, Spain has been part of the IALA Council, holding the Presidency
of this International Association during the period 2014-2018.

In fact, in 2014, the l8'h IALA Conference and General Assembly was held in "A
Coruria", Spain, where it was proposed that the status of IALA as an International
Intergovernmental Organization would facilitate IALA's objectives in the future. The Resolution of
May 27'h 2014 was consequently approved, in which it-was stated that IALA should strive to
achieve such status as soon as possible, receiving the unconditional support of Spain, from the
beginning, for the celebration of an international convention in this regard.

Thus, on June 2"d, 2021, Spain signed the Convention on the International
Organization for Marine Aids to Navigation, held on January 27'h, 2021, in Paris. With the
authorization provided for in our Constitution, His Majesty the King of Spain Felipe Vl, on July
26'h, 2022, issued the Manifest of the consent of Spai-n to be bound by this Convention, as we!l
as the Instrument of Ratification, becoming a Member State of the aforementioned International
Organization.

Since 1998, Spain, together with Chile, make up the only two Spanish-speaking
countries being part of the Council, despite the high number of countries from the Ibero-American
community that belong to IALA.

During these 66 years of participation in IALA, and almost 30 years as a member
of the Council, PUERTOS DEL ESTADO has tried hard to promote the technological
development and global harmonization of Marine Aids to Navigation.

In this sense, this work has not only been carried out through compliance with IALA
publications, but also through the development of specific regulations, among which our own
Marine Aids to Navigation Regulation stands out, for the purpose of grouping, into a single
document, all applicable regulations on AtoN; The draft of this Regulation was presented at the
76'h IALA Council in December 2022, being one of the few existing-regulations worldwide on this
matter.

-1-

Avda. del Parlen6n,10
Campo de las Naciones
28042 Madrid - Espar?a
Tel. 91 524 55 00



Puertos del Estado

?

This Marine AtoN Regulation unifies, explains and develops the essential aspects
contemplated in Spanish legislation, based on IALA regulations; incorporates and updates the
regulation of the Lighthouse Commission, which is a collegiate body created in 1842 to define
and establish aids to navigation and other matters related to navigation; It also includes a general
regulation on the conditions and requirements that must be met of AtoN, especially, lighthouses.
Likewise, it develops a specific sanctioning regime for the purpose of serving as an aid for the
fulfillment of obligations in terms of aids to navigation. Finally, it includes references to IALA and
IMO regulations, collecting the main IALA Recommendations, such as the updated Maritime
Buoyage System, approved by the IALA Council Iast December 2022.

Everything explained above has not only allowed us to improve the safety of
navigation in our more than 8,000 km of coast, but it has also offered us the possibility of
exchanging knowledge with the international maritime community.

Likewise, it has provided us with important experience, which has made it possible
to carry out multiple tasks, both nationally and internationally, allowing us to collaborate in the
development of AtoN in countries of the American continent, such as EI Salvador and,
consequently, cooperate with IALA's objective of globally harmonizing maritime buoyage
systems. Some of these achievements are detailed in the attached annex.

We have always actively participated in various committees and technical
meetings, contrasting, and exchanging achievements and experiences, expanding international
contacts, improving our knowledge of R&D&I and management, which have?allowed us to
advance in the continuous improvement of the quality of our services.

Likewise, we attempt to collaborate, in general, with the international Spanish-
speaking community with the experience acquired, creating a working group, together with Chile,
Argentina, Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Uruguay and Cuba, for the translation of different
IALA documents.

PUERTOS DEL ESTADO is once again committed to continue contributing to the
objectives of IALA through its active participation in the different technical committees and in the
IALA Council, fully supporting the change of status of IALA to an Intergovernmental Organization
(IGO).

Finally, l would like to express my gratitude to IALA and all its members for all the
support and friendship received during these almost 30 years as a member of the Council.

PRESIDENT OF PUERTOS DEL ESTADO
ffi

l I -
Alvaro?Rodrfguez Dapena

)
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ANNEX

ACTMTIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS DERIVED FROM THE PARTICIPATION

OF SPAIN ON THE IALA COUNCIL

In accordance with our participation in the IALA Council, the services provided by PUERTOS
DEL ESTADO in the field of Marine Aids to Navigation, in accordance with the established
functions, at a national Ievel, by the current legal framework and, by IALA, internationally, are
the following:

At National Level

Planning

*

*

*

*

@

*

Planning of the Spanish AtoN system through the preparation of the necessary
general plans based on the SOLAS-Chapter V Convention and IALA
recommendations, providing the necessary AtoN according to traffic and the level of
risk in each case.

Approval of the necessary provisional beaconing.
Preparation of definitive beaconing proposals, following the opinion of the Lighthouse
Commission.

Preparation of public consultations, presentations, opinions, resolutions, and other
documentation of the Lighthouse Commission, including document management.
Presidency and Permanent Secretary of the Lighthouse Commission.
Determination of service levels in each area and for each aid to navigation.
Creation of a draft proposal for the possible re-engineering of the DGPS Network
through a centralized EGNOS system.

Normalization & Technical Reports

*

*

*

*

*

*

Preparation of recommendations, technical notes and standards regarding the
Spanish AtoN service, and the different elements that they are comprised of,
coordinating the technical specifications of all of them in accordance with
technological advances and the general, national and international recommendations
of IALA.

Preparation of technical compatibility reports for complementary uses of AtoN, in
general, and lighthouses, in particular.
Regular meetings with AtoN services of other Spanish administrations.
Promotion of the implementation of systems to guarantee the quality of the AtoN
service, for all agents that provide it.
Administration, management, and maintenance of the database of the software
"PortalAtoN" for Spanish AtoN.
Internal management of Notices to Mariners of the Navy Hydrographic Institute.

-3-
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*

*

*

*

*

Management, response to inquiries and requests received by Port Authorities,
Autonomous Regions and third parties, in relation to AtoN.
Technical assistance to Port Authorities (responsible for maintaining the service):
calculations, preparation of technical reports, etc.
Agreements with optics laboratories for the standardization and development of
lighting systems, radionavigation aids and lighthouse structures.
Management and training in VTS, as well as application of concepts for the evaluation
of Vessel Traffic Service Stations (VTS) by the General Directorate of the Merchant
Marine of Spain.
Preparation of an AtoN Regulation, presented at the 76fh IALA Council, held in
December 2022, which unifies and develops all the national and international
regulations applicable to the AtoN service.

Inspection & Control

Control of the operation of existing AtoN, writing status reports and improvement
proposals.

Monitoring of compliance with service levels and proposal of improvement actions.
Exercising the inspection of aids to navigation, checking the maintenance plan
carried out by those responsible for beaconing, both public and private.
Carrying out annual inspection campaigns "in situ".
Annual Report on Quality of Service and Availability of AtoN.

*

*

*

*

*

Training

*

*

*

*

*

*

@

Promotion and organization of courses and technical training and retraining sessions
for people assigned to the AtoN service, both in the Poit Authorities, as well as in
State Ports, in ports dependent on Autonomous Regions, and in any other agent that
provides the service.

Certification of the Valencia Port Foundation - Port Authority of Valencia as an AtoN
Training Centre with IALA accreditation.
Execution of a level 2 (L2) training course with IALA certification, for AtoN
technicians.

Development of IALA L1 training courses (2015, Madrid; 2018, Ecuador).
Translation of IALA Recommendations, Guidelines, and other relevant documents.

Awareness and occupation in tasks related to the historical heritage of lighthouses,
associated with the national history of aids to navigation, maintenance, and recovery
of historical lighthouses.
Access to technical material for permanent consultation.

-4-
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lnstitutional Representation

To hold the representation of the State Administration, within the current Iegal
framework, in international organizations and work commissions, especially before
the European Commission and IALA.

Participation in the Working Group with the Hydrographic Institute of the Navy.
Active participation in working groups promoted by international organizations such
as the EU, IMO, IALA, etc.

Participation in the Marine Cartography Working Group of the CIEM (Inter-ministerial
Commission for Marine Strategies).
Participation in European projects related to aids to navigation, such as "Red SW-
AIS/SP6 E8/INTEREG 111-A SPAIN-PORTUGAL", "GSA/OP/07/13/SC24 "Support to
Maritime Service Providers for the Transmission of EGNOS Corrections via IALA

Beacons and AIS" or "GSA}GranUOl/2021-04 IWETT (Inland Waterway use of
EGNOS for tracking and tracing", the latter currently under development with the
participation of the Port Authority of Seville, Hungary and Germany.

*

*

*

*

These services are provided through:
* The Spanish AtoN System, which is made up of visual aids (lighthouses, beacons,

and buoys), radionavigation aids (DGPS, racons and AIS-AtoN), remote control
systems and some fog horns still in operation.
Computerized database (AtoN PortalAtoN).
Recommendations and applicable standards.
Face-to-face and online courses and seminars

Written, telephone and website information.

*

*

@

*

r

SERVICE PROVIDER

Y
, Port Regionml Privates

Authorities Administrations (iiiaii-made
(coast &port) (port) installations )

( USER
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*

*

*

Participation in meetings of the IALA Conference and General Assembly, held every
four years.
Participation in biannual meetings of the IALA Council.
Participation in the biannual meeting cycles of the following four IALA technical
committees, contributing to different working groups and tasks:

IALA Technical Committees in which we participate:
o Aids to Navigation Engineering and Sustainability Committee (ENG)
Working Group 2 (Technical knowledge and sustainability).
o Aids to Navigation Engineering and Sustainability Committee (ENG)
Working Group 3 (Radionavigation Services)
o Vessel Traffic Services Committee (VTS)
o Aids to Navigation Requirements and Management (ARM)

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

In collaboration with IALA, holding seminars for the dissemination in Spanish for
countries in the region of cutting-edge issues discussed in other continents.
Participation in the group of translations of IALA documents into Spanish and creation
of the list of Spanish-speaking candidates for teaching staff of IALA courses.
Presentation of aids to navigation topics in IALA symposiums and seminars.
Visits by experts from our organization for technical assistance, as well as
participation in technical seminars in Spanish-speaking countries, such as Colombia
and EI Salvador.

Incorporation in our annual development AtoN courses in, for Administration
personnel and AtoN technicians from other countries.
Participation in IALA surveys and statistical questionnaires.
Providing support to IALA of national experts in auditing Spanish-speaking countries.
Proposals of national Historic Lighthouses for IALA World Heritage Lighthouses.
Organization of activities related to WAtoN Day 2023.

-6-



Puertos del Estado

?

*

*

*

*

*

*

Participation in the preparatory group for the WRC-19 World Radiocommunication
Conference and the next WRC-23.

Participation in the European project SC-24 on the transmission of EGNOS
corrections through radio beacons and AIS.
Participation in the European project IWETT on the transmission of EGNOS
corrections through AIS.
Representation of PUERTOS DEL ESTADO in the information sessions on European
funding channels H2020, for AtoN projects.
Representation of PUERTOS DEL ESTADO in the EMRF (European Maritime
Radionavigation Forum) and organization of the 2019 EMRF/NMSP meeting in
Madrid, Spain.
Participation in the Spain-France Bidasoa Commission and in the Spain-Portugal
Commission for navigation aid issues on border rivers.
MOU with the Kingdom of Morocco.
MOU with Portugal.
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 Your date Your reference 

Ulrika Borg, +46104784904  Circular Letter 31/2022 
   

 

 

Delivery address Telephone VAT no 

Östra Promenaden 7 +46 771 63 00 00 SE-202100-0654 

Postal address  E-mail 

601 78 Norrköping  sjofartsverket@sjofartsverket.se 

 

 IALA 

Secretary-General Francis Zachariae 

secgen@iala-aism.org 

 

 

 

 

Dear Secretary-General, 

Declaration of candidacy for IALA Council for the period ahead, 

Sweden 

In accordance with Article 8 of the IALA Constitution and Article 3.5 of the 

IALA General Regulations I have the honour to inform you that I have been 

authorized to present the Swedish Maritime Administration, National member of 

the International Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse 

Authorities (IALA), as a candidate national authority for election to the Council in 

June 2023 during the 14th meeting of the General Assembly. 

The attached statement sets out the background to this nomination. 

Should the Swedish Maritime Administration be elected it will be represented at 

Council meetings by 

Head of unit for Maritime Cooperation and Development. 

Captain Johan Wahlström 

SE-602 28 Norrköping Sweden 

johan.wahlstrom@sjofartsverket.se  

 

A statement setting out the suitability of Captain Wahlström for the role is 

attached. 

 

Best regards, 

 
Katarina Norén 

Director General Swedish Maritime Administration  

mailto:secgen@iala-aism.org
mailto:johan.wahlstrom@sjofartsverket.se
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Statement setting out the suitability of Captain Johan Wahlström  
 

Captain Johan Wahlström 

Head of unit for Maritime Cooperation and Development  

Infrastructure Department 

Swedish Maritime Administration 

 

 

 

Captain Wahlström has a background as a Master 

Mariner. He has approximately 18 years of experience 

working at sea in various positions and on various ship 

types such as e.g. cruise ships, bulk carriers, ro-ro and 

ro-pax ferries. 

 

Captain Wahlström has also worked within the Swedish 

Transport Agency, mainly with issues connected to 

pilotage. He has been a participant in the organization 

BPAC (Baltic Pilotage Authorities Commission). 

 

Captain Wahlström has been employed at the Swedish Maritime Administration 

since 2016 and has experience as a project manager for major waterway projects 

as well as Head of the unit for Maritime Cooperation and Development since 

2019. In his role as manager, he is responsible for developing the maritime 

priorities in Sweden's national plan for infrastructure. This plan describes and 

decides on the investments that are prioritized for the Swedish transport network. 

 

Captain Wahlström is also engaged and active in several strategic projects linked 

to future fairways, including the need for AtoN´s and future digitization 

development. Through which he has long experience in the shipping industry, 

Captain Wahlström has created a solid network both nationally and 

internationally. 
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Credentials of the Swedish Maritime Administration  
As a country located in the very northern part of the hemisphere with a long 

coastline, few land borders, a large archipelago and winters with arctic conditions, 

Sweden holds a long tradition as a maritime nation and is greatly depending on 

seaborne trade. Approximately 90 percent of Swedish imports and exports are 

carried by sea, shipping and ports being therefore of vital importance for the entire 

Swedish society. The Swedish commitment and dedication to the IALA is thus 

long-standing. As a nation invested in and dependent on the maritime sector, 

Sweden would be honoured to serve as participant in the IALA Council. 

 

Sweden has a coastline of approximately 2 000 km and the Swedish Maritime 

Administration (SMA) is responsible for approximately 7 900 AtoN`s and 1 100 

lighthouses. As responsible authority for maritime infrastructure the SMA is 

responsible for several major fairway projects with the ambition to develop and 

improve fairway design in a modern, safe and sustainable way. 

 

The SMA fully supports the transition of IALA from a non-governmental 

Organization (NGO) to an inter-governmental Organization (IGO), which will 

strengthen IALA’s mandate in enhancing international development and 

harmonization of marine AtoN. The ambition of Sweden is to ratify the IALA 

Convention before General Assembly 14. 

 

According to the political direction in the digitization strategy of Sweden, the 

overarching goal is for Sweden to be the best in the world in using the 

possibilities of increased digitalization. Therefore, it is an aspiration for Sweden 

to actively participate within IALA in order to both develop and contribute with 

knowledge in this area. The goal of digitalization also suits very well together 

with Sweden’s ambitious goals of decarbonization as digitalization might be a 

partial solution to the rising levels of greenhouse gases. 

 

As a firm believer in the objectives and work of IALA, Sweden thru the SMA, is a 

long-standing and active national member with many years of experience of the 

strategic work within Council. Sweden participates in the work of IALA's 

committees and working groups and contributes directly to the development of 

harmonization through standards and recommendations, as well as handling their 

implementation in the exercise of the authorities' mandate. 

 

The development of positioning, research and innovation technology related to 

maritime safety devices has always been a focus area for the SMA. The perhaps 

most well-known product by the SMA is the AIS transponder, which is now an 

extremely important data collector in shipping as well as a maritime safety device. 

Sweden has also brought forward ideas such as the Racon, mass production 

techniques for lighthouse manufacturing and the Dalén light, all of which have 

been and are important innovations within the IALA domain. The SMA will, of 

course, strive to continue to promote innovation of the same magnitude within the 

cooperation of the IALA domain in years to come. 
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The SMA has been a driving force and main actor in development of Sea Traffic 

Management, which will drive maritime safety into a new dimension. The SMA is 

convinced that our participation will play an important role in the future when it 

comes to developing maritime safety. We believe that IALA is an important 

platform for our continued work towards a more digitized, sustainable and safe 

maritime sector through improvement and harmonization of aids to navigation. 

 









TRINITY HOUSE 

For the benefit and safety of all mariners 

www.trinityhouse.co.uk 

The Corporation of Trinity House is Registered Charity No. 211869 

I 

Captain Ian McNaught CVO MNM FNI

Deputy Master of Trinity House 

deputy.master@trinityhouse.co.uk 

020 7481 6902 

Trinity House 

Tower Hill, London 

EC3N4DH 

14 February 2023

Mr Francis ZACHARIAE
Secretary-General
IALA
10 rue des Gaudines
78100
St Germaine n Laye
France

by email: secgen@iala-aism.org

Dear Secretary General,

In accordance with Article 8 of the IALA Constitution and Article 3.5 of the IALA General Regulations I 
have the honour to inform you that I have been authorized to present the United Kingdom, National 
member of the International Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse Authorities 
(IALA), as a candidate national authority for election to the IALA Council in June 2023.

The attached statement sets out the background to this nomination.

Should the United Kingdom be elected it will be represented at Council meetings by

Captain Ian McNaught Commodore Mike Bullock (Deputy) 
Executive Chairman  Chief Executive
Trinity House  Northern Lighthouse Board
Tower Hill 84 George Street
London Edinburgh
EC3N 4DH  EH2 3DA

+44 2074816901 +44 1314733112
deputy.master@trinityhouse.co.uk Mike.Bullock@nlb.org.uk

Captain McNaught would be representing the United Kingdom in his capacity as Chief Executive of 
Trinity House, General Lighthouse Authority of England, Wales, the Channel Islands and Gibraltar.

Commodore Mike Bullock would be representing the United Kingdom in his capacity as Chief Executive 
of the Northern Lighthouse Board, General Lighthouse Authority for Scotland and the Isle of Man.

Yours sincerely,



Dear National Member

I am pleased to inform you that Trinity House in its capacity as a National Member of the 
International Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse Authorities (IALA) 
submits its candidature for the IALA Council for the period 2023-2027 at the elections to be held 
during the General Assembly in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in June 2023.

Trinity House, having served the Mariner for over 500 years, and as a founder member of IALA, 
has a long and very proud record of being a strong supporter of the Association. 

We were a key player in the development of the IALA Maritime Buoyage System in the late 
1970s and continue our strong commitment today, on the Council and as Treasurer and also 
through our participation in the work most of its Technical Committees. We have also provided 
significant legal and risk management support to the Association and serve on the Board of the 
World Wide Academy. 

There are many challenges and opportunities ahead for IALA in terms of aids to navigation as 
eNavigation advances and Trinity House looks forward to continuing its commitment to IALA 
accordingly. 

The waters for which Trinity House are responsible are some of the busiest in the world. Trinity 
House is consequently keenly aware of the importance of the safety of navigation and embracing 
technology whilst ensuring the most cost effective solutions are provided. We therefore fully 
support IALA in its aim of fostering the safe, economic and efficient movement of vessels, 
through improvement and harmonisation of aids to navigation worldwide and other appropriate 
means, for the benefit of the maritime community and the protection of the environment.

Trinity House would therefore very much appreciate your support for its candidature to the IALA 
Council for the period ahead. 

Yours sincerely,







 
TÜRKİYE’S CANDIDATURE TO IALA COUNCIL ELECTIONS 

 
 

To National Member of IALA 
 

 
Türkiye: A Devoted National Member for “Successful Voyages and a Sustainable Planet” 
 
Soon after the establishment of the International Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and 
Lighthouse Authorities (IALA) in 1957, Türkiye has chosen to be a part of the world’s prominent 
association dedicated to improving and ensuring standards for safety of navigation worldwide. 
The Republic of Türkiye has been one of the first National Members of IALA since 1958. 
 
Over the years, Türkiye has been an active contributor to the promotion and realization of the 
objectives of IALA to foster safe, economic and efficient movement of vessels  as an elected 
Council Member since 2006 and VTS Committee Chair from 2014 - 2018 for two terms. 
 
Türkiye signed the Convention on the International Organization for Marine Aids to Navigation 
on 23 November 2021 and the national ratification process of the Convention is in progress. 
 
Significant Geopolitical Location  
 
Türkiye, located at the crossroads of Asia and Europe, is surrounded by the Black Sea, the Aegean 
Sea and the Mediterranean Sea with a coastline of more than 8,400 kilometres. 
 
Turkish Straits, a unique system of waterways consisting of the Strait of Istanbul and the Strait 
of Çanakkale and the Sea of Marmara connecting the Black Sea to the Mediterranean Sea with 
a total length of 164 nautical miles, are considered as one of the most strategical waterways of 
the world. The Turkish Straits serve as the main trading route linking the Black Sea littoral 
countries to the world markets. 
 
The Turkish Straits are renowned as one of the riskiest and the busiest narrow international 
seaways connecting two continents. The Strait of Istanbul and the Strait of Çanakkale, each of 
them hosts vessel traffic on average 40.000 passages annually including dangerous oil and 
liquefied petroleum gas carriers. This gives us a unique opportunity to stay at the very centre of 
the world's maritime sector and closely follow-up sector dynamics.  
 
Long-standing Experience in “Marine Aids to Navigation” 
 
Türkiye has valuable and deep-rooted experience in coastal safety going back to the 
establishment of the shore-based rescue service stations on its coasts in 1856. Over 600 
nationwide marine aids to navigation in the region are operated by the Directorate General of 
Coastal Safety (DGCS) and 9 historical lighthouses from the 19th century have been preserved 
as a national maritime heritage. 
 
Currently, DGCS, as the national authority representing Türkiye, provides AtoN and VTS authority 
and pilotage, towage, salvage, and marine communications services. 
 
In order to ensure safety of navigation through the Turkish Straits, “Turkish Straits Vessel Traffic 
Services” (TSVTSs) system has been established and functioning effectively since 2003. The 
Vessel Traffic Services (VTSs) are also provided in the main ports of Türkiye in recent years.  
 
All vessel traffic monitoring and management systems, including National Automatic 
Identification System (AIS) and National Long-Range Identification and Tracking (LRIT) are 
integrated to national “Vessel Traffic Monitoring and Information System”, which is operational 
since 2009. 
 
 
 
 



Türkiye develops, manufactures and uses marine aids to navigation devices and systems. 
 
As of 01.01.2010, ships outside the scope of the International Convention for the Safety of Life 
at Sea (SOLAS) have been equipped with AIS Class-B CS devices, which are produced entirely by 
national capabilities. 
 
Türkiye's Long Distance Ship Identification and Tracking (LRIT) System was established with 
domestic facilities and integrated into the global LRIT system on 08/03/2010. In addition, LRIT 
data center service is provided by TURKSAT. 
 
472 Lighthouses are controlled from a single centre by the Automatic Identification System of 
Navigational Aids (SOTAS) developed by DGCS with national resources. Lighthouse failure 
information, voltage and current values can be monitored remotely, and lighthouse failure 
information is sent to ships via AIS-Aton (AIS-To-Navigation) devices. By means of the sensors 
on the Lighthouses, the information of the AIS-equipped marine vehicles can also be monitored. 
In addition, 42 lighthouses and unmanned meteorology stations located on the buoys, which 
are the joint work of DGCS and the General Directorate of Meteorology, transmit instant 
meteorological data to ships via AIS. 
 
In 2023, the marine traffic of the Turkish Straits will be managed with a national system 
developed by a Turkish company, one of Türkiye's largest technology companies. In the project, 
the software, sensors and information infrastructure of the Turkish Straits Vessel Traffic Services 
(TSVTS) system were designed considering the national competencies and production 
capabilities in Türkiye. In the project, the Vessel Traffic Service (VTS) Software was also developed 
by a Turkish company with national capabilities. 
 
The Vessel Traffic Service Centre (VTSC), established and operated by DGCS in five regional 
centres including the Turkish Straits and Izmit, Izmir and Mersin. Full scale VTS functions are 
given to the participant vessels all over the sectors by over 250 well trained VTSOs and with 
VTSCs equipped with modern technology. 
 
The Main Search and Rescue Coordination Centre (MSRCC) Ankara is the contact point for search 
and rescue operations. 858 SAR operations were coordinated by MSRCC Ankara and 2,209 lives 
saved at sea in 2021. 
 
Türkiye is associated with the COSPAS-SARSAT Programme as a ground segment provider as of 
June 11, 2005. The Turkish Mission Control Centre (TRMCC) assumed the responsibility for Iran, 
Iraq, Afghanistan, Georgia and Ukraine as her SAR Point of Contacts (SPOC’s).  
 
Turkish MEO (Medium Earth Orbit) System is constantly on service on six MEO channels.  
Furthermore, Türkiye participated in several international tests to contribute to the development 
of the future MEOSAR system. In this context, Türkiye is one of the four countries all over the 
world that installed the Beacon Simulator. Additionally, the COSPAS-SARSAT System Ankara 
MEOSAR Reference Beacon has been operational since December 2020.  
 
Continuous Support for IALA 
 
Since the beginning, Türkiye has actively involved in IALA Council and its committees’ activities 
with its significant sector experience. Türkiye has hosted many IALA events, a Council meeting 
in 2012, and a back-to-back VTS Committee meeting and Symposium in the same year. 
Furthermore, Türkiye strongly supported IALA's endeavour to convert its status to an 
Intergovernmental Organization and proudly hosted the 3rd Preparatory Diplomatic Conference 
in March 2019 in Istanbul on the way to finalization of The Convention on the International 
Organization for Marine Aids to Navigation. 
 
In line with the foregoing, the Government of the Republic of Türkiye believes that its re-election 
to the Council will further contribute to the efforts with a view to achieving the objectives of 
IALA. 
 
We do have strong confidence in IALA National Members’ support for Türkiye being re-elected 
for next term at IALA Council. 
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