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IALA Patent Policy Notes 

1 SUMMARY 

This paper describes measures taken by IALA to avoid Patent difficulties. 

1.1 Purpose of the document 

This paper is to inform the PAP of measures taken by IALA to avoid Patent difficulties. 

The paper should be read in conjunction with the draft Guideline on Patent Policy and Procedures 
20150423 which has been submitted separately to PAP29. 

1.2 Related documents 

ENAV16-14.1.17 draft Guideline on Patent Policy and Procedures 20150423. 

2 INTRODUCTION 

To encourage the early disclosure and identification of Patents that may relate to IALA Standards, 
Recommendations, Guidelines under development and in doing so achieve greater efficiency in 
documents development and avoid potential patent rights problems, and to protect IALA and its 
members against patent development based upon IALA technical work, IALA has instituted the 
following measures. 

3 GUIDELINE ON PATENT POLICY AND PROCEDURES 

The draft guideline has a twofold purpose: 

1. To state the policy of IALA – to develop recommendations etc. that do not have any intellectual 
property right (IPR) issues; Anyone participating in IALA work will then know that this is the 
name of the game, and be in “bad will” if they act differently. 

2. To discover any existing IPR infringements (through Committee Chairman’s statement in 
plenary at each meeting) and either remove them through disclosure statements or 
alternatively work around them using different technical solutions in the documents. 

4 PUBLIC AREA ON IALA WEB SITE 

The purpose of webpage is to stop new patents on IALA work. 
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The concern is that people who get access to working papers apply for patents and later demand 
royalties for the new standards. It is not possible to apply for patents for things that are already in the 
public domain, and it is therefore planned to publish various working papers on an open website. 

A web page has been created on the IALA web site under Committees with the heading “What’s new 
in IALA Committees”. This is open to access to the public without the need for registration or password. 

The page will not be subdivided. The documents will be uploaded in chronological order, with a clear 
indication of the date when they were published there. 

4.1 Document identification 

The Committees will identify any documents that should be uploaded to the “What’s new in IALA 
Committees” web page. Relevant documents are any document that the Committee members think 
might include patentable information.  

Where documents already on the web page are updated, the old document will be retained on the 
web page. 

These actions will be triggered by the Committees to the Committee Secretary / IALA Secretariat. 

4.2 Procedure for upload 

Documents for upload will be sent to Marie-Helene Grillet for upload. Preferably, the documents 
should be in pdf format. However Word documents will be accepted and converted to pdf format by 
the IALA Secretariat. 

Relevant documents will be placed on the “What’s new in IALA Committees” in PDF format, annotated 
as follows: 

 Prominent watermark “IALA Working Document” on every page; 

 With the IALA logo and the words “IALA ENAV Committee, Working Document” in the 
title area.  

 
 

The documents will be uploaded in chronological order, with a clear indication of the date when they 
were published there.  

5 IALA INTERNAL ARCHIVE 

Documents prepared for the Patent section of the IALA web site will be archived on the Partage under 
Z:\Committees\Patent documents. 
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