
 

Form and Instructions  

Introduction 

The Arctic Council is the leading high-level forum with the objective of promoting 

cooperation, coordination and interaction among the Arctic States, with the involvement of 

the Arctic indigenous peoples and other Arctic inhabitants on common Arctic issues, in 

particular issues of sustainable development and environmental protection in the Arctic. 

Since the establishment of the Arctic Council, participation by Observers has been a valuable 

feature through their provision of scientific and other expertise, information and financial 

resources.  

The role of Observers and the criteria for accreditation as an Observer to the Arctic Council 

can be found in the Arctic Council Rules of Procedure (Annex 2).  

Criteria for admitting Observers 

Observer status is open to:  

a) non-Arctic States;  

b) inter-governmental and inter-parliamentary organizations, global and regional; and  

c) non-governmental organizations  

that the Council determines can contribute to its work. 

In the determination by the Council of the general suitability of an applicant for Observer 

status the Council will, inter alia, take into account the extent to which the applicant: 

a) accepts and supports the objectives of the Arctic Council as defined in the Ottawa 

Declaration (1996); 

b) recognizes Arctic States’ sovereignty, sovereign rights and jurisdiction in the Arctic; 

c) recognizes that an extensive legal framework applies to the Arctic Ocean including, 

notably, the Law of the Sea, and that this framework provides a solid foundation for 

responsible management of this ocean; 

d) respects the values, interests, culture and traditions of Arctic indigenous peoples and 

other Arctic inhabitants; 

e) has demonstrated a political willingness as well as financial ability to contribute to 

the work of the Permanent Participants and other Arctic indigenous peoples; 

f) has demonstrated its Arctic interests and expertise relevant to the work of the Arctic 

Council; and 
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g) has demonstrated a concrete interest and ability to support the work of the Arctic 

Council, including through partnerships with member states and Permanent 

Participants bringing Arctic concerns to global decision-making bodies. 

Role of Observers 

Decisions at all levels in the Arctic Council are the exclusive right and responsibility of the 

eight Arctic States with the involvement of the Permanent Participants.  

Once Observer status has been granted, Observers shall be invited to the meetings and other 

activities of the Arctic Council unless Senior Arctic Officials (SAOs) decide otherwise.  

The primary role of Observers is to observe the work of the Arctic Council. Observers 

contribute through their engagement in the Arctic Council primarily at the level of Working 

Groups and other Arctic Council subsidiary bodies, and in particular by contributing expertise 

and/or other resources to Arctic Council projects.  

In meetings of the Arctic Council’s subsidiary bodies to which Observers have been invited to 

participate, Observers may, at the discretion of the Chair, make statements after Arctic States 

and Permanent Participants, present written statements, submit relevant documents and 

provide views on the issues under discussion. Observers may also submit written statements 

at Ministerial meetings.  

Observers may propose projects through an Arctic State or a Permanent Participant, but the 

total financial contributions from all Observers to any given project may not exceed the 

financing from Arctic States, unless otherwise decided by the SAOs.  

Review of Observers 

Following successful accreditation, Observers are requested to submit to the Chairmanship 

not later than 120 days before a Ministerial meeting up-to-date information about relevant 

activities and their contributions to the work of the Arctic Council, should they wish to 

continue as an Observer to the Council. 

Every four years from the date of being granted Observer status, Observers should state 

affirmatively their continued interest in Observer status.  
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Application and accreditation of Observers 

Applications for Observer status shall be directed to the Arctic Council Secretariat, and shall 

include the relevant information described below. 

(a) A description, not longer than 2 pages, of the proposed Observer’s ability to contribute to 

the work of the Arctic Council and its conformity with each of the criteria listed in the section 

of the Rules of Procedure called “Criteria for admitting Observers”.  

(b) A description, not longer than 2 pages, of the proposed Observer’s specific interests in 

becoming an Observer to the Arctic Council, including detailed description of the ways in 

which the proposed Observer envisions contributing expertise or financing to the work of the 

Arctic Council and how the proposed Observer is working, or intends to work, with the 

Permanent Participants.  

(c) In the case of organizations, a copy of the organization’s most recent annual report shall 

be included, as well as a description, not longer than 1 page, of:  

 the organization’s governance and the total number of its members; and 

 any specific relationships that the organization may have with Arctic Council member 

states, Permanent Participants, Working Groups and/or Observers, as well as other 

relevant international bodies. 

Each application shall be submitted with a cover sheet including: 

 the date of the application; 

 the full name of the state or organization applying; 

 the website of the applicant, if such exists; and 

 the full name, job title, organization, complete mailing address, email and telephone 

number of an appropriate contact person. 

Applications should be submitted electronically to the Arctic Council Secretariat via email to:  

acs@arctic-council.org 
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Cover sheet 

Full name of state or organization applying 

 

Date of application 

 

Applicant’s website, if appropriate 

 

 

Information for appropriate contact person 

Full name: 

Email: 

Telephone: 

Organization or department:  

Job Title:  

Full mailing address:  

 

 

 

 

 

Organizations only: Please remember to include a copy (electronic, PDF format) of the 

organization’s most recent annual report.  
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Please describe in no more than 2 pages your state’s or organization’s ability to contribute to 

the work of the Arctic Council and its conformity with each of the criteria listed in the section 

of the Rules of Procedure called “Criteria for admitting Observers”. 
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Please describe in no more than 2 pages your state’s or organization’s specific interests in 

becoming an Observer to the Arctic Council, including detailed description of the ways in 

which your state or organization envisions contributing expertise or financing to the work of 

the Arctic Council and how your state or organization is working, or intends to work, with the 

Permanent Participants.  
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Organizations only: Please describe, in no more than 1 page:  

 the organization’s governance and the total number of its members; and 

 any specific relationships that the organization may have with Arctic Council member 

states, Permanent Participants, Working Groups and/or Observers, as well as other 

relevant international bodies 

 

 

List of Meeting Participants 
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	Full name of state or organization applying: International Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse Authorities
	Date of application: 16 December 2016
	Applicants website if appropriate: http://www.iala-aism.org/
	Name of contact person: Francis Zachariae (Mr)
	Contact email: francis.zachariae@iala-aism.org
	Telephone for contact person: +33 1 34 51 70 01
	Contact's organization or department: 
	Contact's job title: Secretary-General
	Full mailing address: IALA-AISM
10 rue des Gaudines
78100
St Germain en Laye
France

	Question 1, block 1: The following describe IALA’s position in respect of these criteria.

a) accepts and supports the objectives of the Arctic Council as defined in the Ottawa Declaration (1996);

IALA directly supports the Protection of the Arctic Marine Environment objective, via its work to harmonise marine aids to navigation and vessel traffic services for the benefit of shipping safety 

IALA provides technical and operational guidance of a recommendatory nature which includes guidance on the provision of aids to navigation in polar regions, including the minimising of environmental impact.

b) recognizes Arctic States’ sovereignty, sovereign rights and jurisdiction in the Arctic;

As an NGO governed by a Council of states, IALA recognises the sovereign role of all littoral States, including the Arctic States, to provide marine aids to navigation and other maritime services for the safety of navigation and the protection of the marine environment

c) recognizes that an extensive legal framework applies to the Arctic Ocean including, notably, the Law of the Sea, and that this framework provides a solid foundation for responsible management of this ocean;

As an active Observer organisation at the United Nations International Maritime Organisation (IMO), IALA recognises the extensive legal framework that applies to the Arctic Ocean, including the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), and other IMO instruments with effect in Arctic waters.

d) respects the values, interests, culture and traditions of Arctic indigenous peoples and other Arctic inhabitants;

IALA national members include all Arctic Council states, and in the work of IALA the values, interests, culture and traditions of Arctic indigenous peoples and other Arctic inhabitants are always noted and respected.





	Question 1, block 2: e) has demonstrated a political willingness as well as financial ability to contribute to the work of the Permanent Participants and other Arctic indigenous peoples;

Illustrated by IALA's work with the Permanent Participants in IALA Council, Technical Committees, IALA Conferences, Symposia, and Workshops.

IALA is a technical organisation and its work does not involve Arctic indigenous peoples.

f) has demonstrated its Arctic interests and expertise relevant to the work of the Arctic Council;

IALA has demonstrated its relevant interests and expertise in attending and providing input to  PAME working group meetings

g) has demonstrated a concrete interest and ability to support the work of the Arctic Council, including through partnerships with member states and Permanent Participants bringing Arctic concerns to global decision-making bodies.

Between 10 and 12 February 2010, representatives of Canada, Denmark, Norway, Russian Federation, USA, and IALA met to discuss marine navigation in the Arctic.

The result was a resolution in which the said nations and IALA recommended that, for Arctic waters, IALA should support the said nations in relation to

       Enhancing marine traffic awareness and provide a forum for those establishing a ship reporting and data sharing systems
        The marking of polar routes and the development of virtual aids to navigation
        The application of risk management methodology, and
        The importance of improving hydrographic services in the region

This resolution was advised by IALA to the IMO Maritime Safety Committee at its 87th session as IMO paper MSC87/INF.15.

In view of the recent opening of shipping routes and the increase in number of voyages in the Arctic Region, it is clear there is a need to provide guidance on the special challenges. The IALA Guideline No 1108 on the Challenges of providing Aids to Navigation services in Polar regions from December 2013 together with other guidance documents on Arctic matters are available free of charge on the IALA web site.

	Question 2, block 1: IALA's contribution to the work of the Arctic Council would be by contributing expertise and possibly by cooperation in projects relating to maritime safety.

IALA's expertise resides in its Secretariat and its members and is harnessed and coordinated in its Technical Committees and in two advisory Panels, on legal matters and technical policy.

Areas of expertise are focused on maritime safety and maritime efficiency and they include:

- Planning and Service Requirements for Aids to Navigation, including risk analysis and vessel tracking and route analysis
- Radionavigation services for vessel position finding
- Vessel Traffic Services - implementation, operations, training, assessment and certification
- Digital communications for e-navigation including AIS, VDES, and NAVDAT development
- Information services for shipping, including data modelling and message structure 

The interaction that IALA has had in recent years with one of the working groups of the Arctic Council clearly demonstrates that a closer relationship would yield benefits in the following areas of the work of the Arctic Council.

- Vessel identification and tracking
- Risk analysis and vessel routing
- Aids to Navigation services in the Arctic
- AIS and VDES services
- Position fixing for vessels

	Question 2, block 2: 
	Question 3: IALA is governed by a hierarchy of three bodies:-

• The General Assembly
• The IALA Council
• The IALA Secretariat

The General Assembly is convened every four years. National members only may vote, and they

• Determine the overall policy direction of the organisation
• Elect members to the IALA Council
• Decide on changes to the Constitution.

The IALA Council consists of 21 elected and three non-elected national representatives, generally each being the head of a national marine aids-to-navigation authority. 

The Council meets twice per annum to oversee the financial status, to approve IALA technical documents, and to make policy. 

The IALA Council includes Arctic Council nations Denmark, Finland, Norway, Sweden, and the USA, while Canada, the Russian Federation, and Iceland are IALA members.

The day to day running of IALA is executed by a Secretariat of twelve persons, headed by a Secretary-General. The Secretariat is located at St Germain en Laye 78100, near Paris, where IALA owns the premises and where meetings of technical Committees are held. 

Membership of IALA is:

National members 83
Associate members 58
Industrial members 130

IALA was one of the first NGOs to be granted Observer status at the United Nations International Maritime Organisation (IMO). IALA participates in the work of the IMO Maritime Safety Committee and its Sub-Committees, and the IALA World Wide Academy cooperates with IMO in training and capacity building in developing countries.

Recent relationship with the Arctic Council:

In 2013, IALA was invited to make a presentation at PAME I-2014. The IALA Deputy Secretary-General attended the meeting and made a presentation on the work of IALA, with an emphasis on the Arctic. The PAME I-2014 RODs stated “PAME invites IALA to submit a paper to PAME II-2014 elaborating upon opportunities for collaboration in areas of common interest.”

IALA submitted an input paper to PAME II-2014 and the PAME II-2014 RODs stated “PAME thanks IALA for its paper on “Possible Cooperation Between PAME and IALA”. PAME member governments discussed the paper at length and positively responded to the idea of closer cooperation. PAME invites member governments to submit their views to PAME I-2015 on the specific areas of proposed cooperation identified in the IALA paper.”


The Secretariat of the Arctic Council EPPR Working Group has invited IALA to participate in its meeting, December 7-8, 2016 in Copenhagen 



